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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS CHANGES: PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

REF: CAIRO 4285 

1. JUDGING FROM TONE AND STYLE OF DAILIES FOLLOWING MARCH 28 
DECREE REFORMING PRESS ESTABLISHMENTS (REPTEL), IT WOULD 

APPEAR THAT THERE ARE NO SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES AT EITHER GUMHURIYYA 
OR AKHBAR. WHILE AMINS ARE NO LONGER AT HELM OP AKHBAR, NEW 
CHAIRMAN MUSA SABRI IS LIKE-MINDED AND NEW MANAGING EDITOR 
AHMAD ZAYN IS HARD-WORKING PROPESSIONAL JOURNALIST WITH NO 
APPARENT IDEAS PIXES (HIS TORRENT OP ANTI-BA'ATH ARTICLES ARE 
WRITTEN ON INSTRUCTIONS), AND ALI AMIN, DESPARATELY ILL AS HE IS, 

APPARENTLY INTENDS TO WRITE MORE OR LESS REGULARLY IN HIS USUAL 
STRAIGHTPORWARD ANTI-SOVIET MANNER. AMIN BROTHERS AND GALAL HAMMAMSI 
(SHOM SADAT ATTACKED BY NAME POR UNDOCUMENTED ATTACKS ON CORRUPTION IN 

NASSER'S FAMILY) REMAIN ON AKHBAR ROOLS AS CONTRIBUTING EDITORS. 
ANTI-SOVIETISM IS A LA MODE POLLOWING TOUGH USSR REPLY TO 
TREATY ABROGATION, SO AKHBAR'S EDITORIAL STALE IS FEELING ITS 
OATS. 

2. IP WE ARE TO SEE IMPORTANT CHANGES, THESE WILL BE AT AHRAM. 

PEELING IS THAT YUSUP SIBA’I, WHO HAS SERVED WHATEVER POWERS- 
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MAY-BE WELL AS HATCHET MAN, MAY LEAVE HIS CHILE EDITOR 
ALI HAMDI AL-GAMMAL TO GET ON WITH JOB OP GETTING PAPER 
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OUT AND THAT AHRAM MAY REVERT TO ITS TRADITIONAL ROLE AS "MOST" 
SEMI-OFFICIAL OF THREE DAILIES. THERE IS UNEASINESS, HOWEVER, 

AT DAR AL- AHRAM THAT SIBATS PRESENCE MAY FORESHADOW CRACK DOWN 
ON THE STILL STRONGLY PRO-HA YKAL PROCLIVITIES OF THE STAFF. AUTHORI- 
TIVE PERSUASION, NOT ASU EXPULSION, LIKELY TO BE SIBATS 
TECHNIQUE. THERE ARE SEVERAL AHRAM EMPLOYEES IN IMPORTANT POSITIONS 
WHO RETAIN CLOSE TIES TO HA YKAL INCLUDING LOCAL NEWS EDITOR 
AND ARAB AFFAIRS EDITOR. 

3. AS NOTED REFTEL, IT IS EXPECTED GOE WILL EXERCISE GREATER 
CONTROL THAN IN RECENT PAST OVER PRESS AFFAIRS. THUS, AS AKHBAR 
STAFFER HAMMAMSI POINTED OUT TO EMBOFF, PRESS CHANGES WERE ISSUED 
WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH HIGHER PRESS COUNCIL, EVEN THOUGH SADAT 
HAD HIMSELF ANNOUNCED MARCH 14 THAT PRESS REORGANIZATION SHOULD 
BE INITIALLY HANDLED THROUGH HPC. AS YET, HOWEVER, WE SEE NO 
OBVIOUS MANAGEMENT OF THE NEWS, THOUGH NEWSPAPERS' EDITORIAL 
POLICY CONTINUES, AS USUAL, TO BE TRANSPARENTLY INSPIRED BY GOE. 

4. PRESIDENT DECLARED IN MARCH 27 SPPECH THAT PRESS SYNDICATE DEMANDS 
FOR HIGHER WAGES WERE UNPATRIOTICALLY SELFISH SYNDICATE IS LIKELY 
REMAIN UNIMPORTANT FACTOR IN PRESS AFFAIRS. SYNDICATE, MEMBERS WHO 
HAD ANNOUNCED INTENTION REMAIN IN SESSION UNTIL ASU 

ACTED TO INCREASE SALARIES, DID NOT DO SO, AND ONE MEMBER 
SENT CABLE OF SUPPORT TO SADAT IN NAME WHOLE SYNDICATE 
EMPHASIZING "INTERESTS OF EGYPT SURPASS EVERY OTHER CONSIDERATION." 

5. ONLY MILDLY INTERESTING EVENT IN PRESS FIELD SINCE 
REORGANIZATION WAS WITHDRAWAL LICENSE TO PUBLISH FROM LEFTIST 
WEEKLY SAWT AL-TULLAB, WHICH HAD RUN TWO-PART INTERVIEW WITH 
HA YKAL CHARACTERIZED BY FRANK CRITICISM OF SADAT AND HIS 
POLICIES. REFLECTING WHAT OBSERVERS SEE AS CONTINUING 
ASTONISHING APATHY ON CAMPUSES, THIS DECISION WAS ACCEPTED 
VIRTUALLY WITHOUT A MURMUR, EVEN AT FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 
(WHICH USED TO PUBLISH THE PAPER), ONE OF TRADITIONALLY MOST 
SHORT-TEMPERED OF CAIRO UNIVERSITY FACULTIES. SAWT AL-TULLAB 

IS NOT A PRESS SYDICATE MEMBER IN ANY CASE AND NEW MININFO 
EMPHASIZED PUBLICLY THAT WHEN "SUITABLE" EDITOR IN CHIEF CAN BE 
FOUND, PUBLICATION MAY RESUME. HE CLAIMED REQUEST TO CANCEL 
LICENSE WAS NOT INITITATED BY GOE, BUT CAME FROM 
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ENGINEERING FACULTY'S STUDENT UNION. 

6. THAT GOE INTENDS EXTEND GREATER INFLUENCE OVER PRESS 
AFFAIR SBY FIRMER GUIDANCE RATHER THAN WHOLESALE DISCHARGE OF 
ANTI-SADATIST ELEMENTS IS PERHAPS BEST SHOWN BY FACT THAT MOST 
MARXIST OF ALL EGYPTIAN PUBLICATIONS, MONTHLY AL-TALI'A, 

CONTINUES TO BE RUN BY LUTFI AL-KHULI, ASSISTED BY MARXIST 

PEOPLES ASSEMBLY MEMBER ABU SAYF YUSUF, WHO RECENTLY GAINED LOCAL 
NOTORIETY BY BEING ONE OF TWO ASSEMBLY MEMBERS WHO VOTED AGAINST 
ABROGATION GOE-USSR TREATY. 
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